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London by 1981 was a useless area, with very few jobs, closed docks, poor transport and housing and a lack of services. The London Docklands Development Corporation (LDDC) was set up to improve the economic, social and environmental conditions of the area. Here I have grouped the different changes into these three separate categories.

Environmental Changes

728 hectares of derelict land was reclaimed and 160 000 trees were replanted. 130 hectares were made open space areas, as in fields and parks. There were also 17 conservation areas created. 

Economic Changes

Transport was improved to make London more accessible. The Docklands Light Railway is a track of 29km and carries 320 000 passengers a week. This railway has connected to many other forms of tube lines such as the Jubilee and Waterloo lines. The city airport was used by half a million passengers in 1995. A link has also been made with the M11 as well as 135 km of new roads leading to Docklands. 

Employment and the number of businesses are said to have both doubled from 1981 to 1996. This means more money is being brought into the area, making London wealthier. Businesses are now competing for offices in the area. 

Social Changes

More than 19 800 new houses have been built, mainly luxury flats, and 7 900 existing homes have been refurbished. This provides a better quality life style for residents. Shopping centres have been redeveloped, providing people with more variety and theoretically better quality in goods. Nearly £100 million has been spent on health, education, training and community programmes to look after the population. 

People’s Thoughts

[image: ]There are people who are happy with the development of the London Docks, however there are others who disagree with the whole plan. Local residents can’t afford any of the modern flats and due to the shortage of low-cost housing; they aren’t given much of a choice. Former Dockers are also unable to apply for most of the new jobs available, as they require certain skills or qualifications which they have never had a chance to have. The old residents feel as if the community has been split up by the new residents.   Here is a photo of Canary Wholf, showing the development of London.
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Which groups have been involved in the
development of Docklands?

Local housing associations have helped by gaining
home improvement grants.

The local Newham Council have built, when they
had sufficient money, low-cost, affordable houses,
and upgraded older properties. They have also
tried to improve local services.

The LDDC have been responsible for planning and
redeveloping the Docklands.

The national government created the Isle of Dogs
enterprise zone with its reduced rates. This
encouraged private investment and has given
financial help towards improving transport
systems
* Property developers have been responsible for
building the large office blocks, e.g. Canary Wharf
(Olympia and York), and converting derelict
warehouses into luxury flats,

Conservation groups have supported tree planting
and other schemes aimed at improving the quality
of the environment.
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Conflicting opinions =
Some groups of people have benefited from these 2
changes and so are in favour of the scheme. Others "

feel disadvantaged and so are against it. Local
residents cannot afford the expensive flats built by
speculative property developers, and there is still a
shortage of low-cost housing. Jobs in the new high-
tech industries are relatively few in number, and they
demand skills not possessed by former dockers. The
‘yuppie’ newcomers rarely mix with the original
‘Fastenders’ who find that their close-knit community
has been broken up. Property developers have not
provided enough services, e.g. hospitals, or care for
the elderly.

‘The LDDC is due to be wound down by 31 March 1995,
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(Canary Whar, Isle of Dogs, London|





